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Cropped
pants are a
more
modest
option to the
bare-all mini

CROP from page L1

“Forget skirt hemlines — it's trou-
sers that have been yo-yoing up
and down at Imlh‘lack speed
these last few seasons,” It read.
“Cropped punu—lhll tlma Mllng
somewhere around mi —
dol!nlmty look set to be hul for
summer.”

For women hesitant to embrace
spring's miniskirt trend, foreshort-
ened pants are a way to stay hip
without baring too much skin. But
for Los Angeles designer Joie
Rucker, whose pink silk cropped
Jole cargo pants (shown on the
cover) are propelling her into the

next anti-runway success nnrylla
Iu.il:y Coutum. the mﬂ. n lies

ol

“It's all about lhl)é;" uyn
over the phone from LA “There
are so many great siyles out
there.”

Rucker favours raising the cur-
tain on Manolo Blahniks with her
floods (her term; she thinks capris
are ), followed by ballet-in-
spired ankle-tied styles, Since shoe
d::?; are a bit ahead of clothing,

the must-
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rlght) for her lpun; Layer collec-
tion. But her cotton-elastin short

(in taupe or black) are noth-
E'.):‘li.h the casual clam diggers of
your youth. So put away those
Converse,
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nky silk, there's no bulk at all.
“We took something people
wanted, the cargo pant, and
played with fabric. Now, they're
more fun,” Rucker says,

The women who for cool
floods 1o showcase their spectacu-
lar shoes are being laid back, but
glamorous, she says. “They want
mbc& mdiuyhutunlbe

ut

Marc Jacobs coat, $695, top, $250, and Seven jeans, $210, at Holt
1-866-465-8736. B2,

Renfrew, Miu Miu $425 at
1-800-520-SHOE. o
Short, shorter, shortest

Knickerbockers: Full pants gath-
ered below the knee. Originally wom
by men in the 1700s, the Item was
adopted for sporting attire by
women in the 1890s. In the '60s,
they retumed to vogue, Thank Yves
Saint Laurent,

Capris: These were the style —
slim, body-conscious and tapered to
mid-calf — for those sunning on
that Italian island in the '50s.

Clamdiggers: As the name Implies,
these are pants to wear in the sand
when digging for clams. According
to www.yesterdayland.com, the
clamdigger was looser than the
capri, and popularized in the
:I.:.ms. Think Gidget in her cute cut-
offs,

Culottes: Now considered a divided
skirt — even "skort” by modern par-
lance — culottes were originally
French workmen's trousers, Then
they became the gear of cholce for
cyclists, In the 1930s, styles be-
came so full that the division was
less obvious. In the hippie era, calf-
length versions, called gauchos,
were popularized,

Pedal m: ||'|“0 are shorter
than capris and clamdiggers. As
www.yesterdayland.com puts it:
“padal pushers were high enough
that the cuff wouldn't get caught in
the chain of your Windstar cruiser.”

~ By Deborah Fulsang with notes
from The Encyclopaedia of Fashion
by Georgina O'Hara




